
ABSTRACT
The UK government claims that HS2 is critical to its objective of “rebalancing” the country’s economic geography. Despite the growing centrality 
of this claim to the case for HS2, until recently it received very little serious attention and was supported by virtually no evidence. As efforts were 
made to beef up the argument that HS2 is critical to the future of northern cities public support for the project declined. Yet a significant coalition 
of public and private actors continues to support the case for HS2 as an instrument of regional policy. This presentation examines these 
paradoxes and offers an explanation for them that stresses the ways in which political momentum can trump (the absence of) economic evidence.
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