
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

2013 SEMINAR PROGRAMME 
 

Wednesday, 30th January – 5:30pm 
Room 401  

Bartlett  School of Planning -  UCL 

 
Professor Michael Hebbert* 

Bartlet t  School of  Planning,  UCL  
 

 
London Crossrai l  -  Megaproject as Keyhole 

Surgery  
 

 
With blue hoardings and construction diversions marking its route all across the capital from Heathrow to the Thames 

Gateway, the east-west Crossrail is Europe's largest construction project. Its planning history goes back 150 years to the 
origins of the Underground.  

Michael Hebbert charts the shifts and turns of this long-delayed megaproject, highlighting the Canary Wharf 
factor, and looks forward to the completion of the Crossrail and the insertion of its stations into the urban fabric of the 
capital. 

 

 
 

*Michael Hebbert is Professor of Town Planning at the Bartlett School of Planning, University College London, and edits the 
leading international journal of planning history, Planning Perspectives. Born in Glasgow in 1947, his first degree was in Modern 
History at Merton College Oxford, and he took his doctorate in the Department of Geography at Reading University under the 
supervision of Professor Peter Hall. He has taught planning history and theory at Oxford Brookes University, the London School of 
Economics and the University of Manchester, and published widely on many aspects of city planning past and present. Since 
chairing the Design Review Panel for London Crossrail in 2005-8 he has both followed its progress and started to follow up the 
history of its long gestation. 

All  are welcome and part icipation is free.    

Further details about the OMEGA Seminar Programme can be found on the OMEGA Centre’s web site 
(http://www.omegacentre.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/outputs/seminar2.php).                                                                                      
For enquiries and to join the mailing list, please contact Marco Dean marco.dean.11@ucl.ac.uk. 


