
ABSTRACT
Australia has been a test case for the merits of privatisation of urban infrastructure for the past three decades. This paper draws on 
successive Australian Research Council projects to ask three important questions. First, what is the public policy rationale for the pri-
vatisation of urban infrastructure? Second, what demands are made on the operation of urban infrastructure when their performance 
coincides with the need for delivery of competitive returns over long time periods? Third, what new management skills and tasks are 
required of government and its apparatus in order to ensure successful infrastructure rollout and operation? These questions are an-
swered with reference to key Australian infrastructure privatisations in recent times.
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