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This talk covers the OMEGA Network's approach to the use of pre-hypothesis research 
(storytelling) in its investigation of Mega Urban Transport Project Case Studies1 (MUTPs). In 
addition, it highlights some of the key research findings from the use of this methodology as 
applied to the OMEGA Centre's first Case Study project - the Channel Tunnel Rail Link.   
 
The OMEGA Centre commenced operations in October 2006 and has established a network of 
nine Academic Partners in Europe, USA, Asia and Australia, supported by non-academic partners 
in each country. The Centre and its Partners are seeking to address the key question of 'what 
constitutes a successful MUTP' by undertaking some 32 Case Studies using a variety of data 
collection and analysis techniques. 
 
Part of the original research programme proposal was the use of 'pre-hypothesis' research as a 
means of capturing contextually rich data from key stakeholders involved in/affected by MUTPs.  
This research method comprises an open discovery approach using (mainly) narrative extracted 
from project stakeholders in the form of anecdotes and experiences.  The anecdotes are captured 
by 'naive' interview techniques and are analysed using specially designed software to identify 
patterns of knowledge emanating from the stories that are shared with us by key stakeholders. 
 
John joined the OMEGA Centre in January 2007 after four years as researcher at the Centre of Advanced Spatial 
Analysis (CASA) where he developed micro and macro scale models of pedestrian movement as part of his PhD 
'Models of Urban Movement: The Analysis of Pedestrian Behaviour'. 
 
Phil became a Research Fellow at the OMEGA Centre in October 2006 after thirty years as a professional town 
planner.  He has worked in a variety of environments in the UK and overseas - for local and national governments, 
urban regeneration agencies and as a consultant.  During his career Phil has maintained a strong interest in strategic 
planning and policy analysis/formulation. 




